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From the President

140 years old - and more exciting than ever
Good morning Members
First, let me make it clear: I know some are
wondering, but the headline above refers to the
Society, not me.
Mornings are when I can get the most work done. Here
I am at 6 a.m. in my “jammies”, working on e-mails,
checking my schedule and drinking tea. Even the
dogs are still asleep.
The OSA is especially busy this year celebrating our
140th Anniversary with exhibitions, opening receptions, awards and a field trip to Killarney. I
hope you’ve also marked your calendars.
At the end of April we opened “Gifted: Donations from the OSA” to the Government of Ontario
Art Collection Archives. This was a wonderful event, and there’s a report in this newsletter.
The month of May is the time for OSA pARTners: a collaboration at the Aurora Cultural Centre,
and in early June to mid-July we have our Members Anniversary Exhibition, also at the
Aurora Cultural Centre. We must remember to thank the Centre for the opportunity to exhibit
in this lovely town. The opening day on Saturday, June 2 is becoming quite an event, with our
reception in the afternoon and then our Annual General Meeting later in the day. Thank you to
all who offered to participate in the artists’ talks. I was overwhelmed with your responses. Over
30 artists offered to talk about their art, our exhibition and our Society. That is wonderful and
you are amazing! We have about 115 members exhibiting the show in Aurora, and over 80 are
participating in the Anniversary catalogue. What an active membership we have! You should
be proud of yourselves.
In the middle of June our exhibit, Vision and Devotion, is celebrating the vision of our founders
140 years ago, all of whom were members of St. James Anglican Cathedral, Toronto, and the
existing active presidents and vice-presidents who have devoted themselves to preserving
that vision. Thanks to the hard work of Jim MacDougall this exhibit will be an important event
in our history. There are 22 members involved in this exhibit and a historic catalogue is being
produced.
The summer awaits us with another OSA pARTners: a collaboration at the John B. Aird
Gallery in late June through July, and in the fall we have our Killarney field trip (28 people
participating so far!!) and our Members’ Exhibit at The Paper Mill Gallery. To end the year, we
have just added another opportunity for you to show small works at the Jordan Art Gallery (in
the Niagara area) in December.
Thanks to all our members for such active participation and thank you to all the “busy bees”
who keep this organization buzzing. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you soon. With
anticipation and another cuppa tea,
Carmel Brennan OSA President

Much appreciation to our sponsors, Hallmark Canada, for the layout, design and printing of this newsletter.
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Editorial

June 2 at the Aurora Cultural Centre - three good reasons to BE THERE
This is the place to be on June 2. Here are three good reasons.

1. So that you can support your Society and make a contribution to its most important meeting of the year . . . the
Annual General Meeting. This is where the key decisions are made, in terms of the direction of the Society and the
management of the organization. There are a number of executive positions coming up for election, including that of
President. This is where you can have your say in who runs the ship, and what course the ship takes. The AGM starts at
4 p.m., following the opening reception of the pARTners : a collaboration.
2. the second good reason . . . the 140th Anniversary Members’ Exhibition, featuring one of the largest collections
of art by members of the OSA ever gathered in one place. Some 115 members will have works on show, almost 50% of
our total membership. Exhibit curator Clare Bolton says that “this exhibition is a rare opportunity for the community to
see some dynamic and innovative artwork created by over 100 of Ontario’s finest artists.” The opening reception for the
show will be from 1 - 4 p.m.
3. the third good reason . . . the Aurora Cultural Centre itself, which is well worth a visit. It’s only an hour or so from
downtown Toronto, and it’s a wonderful facility for the arts, which has already seen some excellent exhibitions as well
as a series of piano concerts by nationally-known pianists. A number of our members already have solo shows booked
into the centre in the coming months.
Three good reasons to be there. See you on June 2!
Wynn Walters, editor

Major landscape competition announced

Arabella Magazine has announced a major landscape competition, with more the $100,000 in prizes. This is a
provincial and national competition open to all artists. Winning submissions will share in over $100K in prizes and
will become part of a unique collection of art which will define the Canadian landscape genre in 2012 and provide the
content for a major collector’s edition book: The ARABELLA Canadian Landscape Collection.
Artists can register at www.arabellacanadianlandscape.com or call the ARABELLA offices to locate a manual entry form
at a participating gallery. The final deadline for registration is October 1, 2012 and completed works must be submitted
by January 1, 2013. For more information, please contact: Debra Usher, President, ARABELLA Publications Inc. at
debra.usher@arabellacanadianlandscape.com.

The OSA newsletter is published four times a year. The deadline for submitting material for
the next edition in August is July 15. Submissions must be sent before the deadline to Wynn
Walters (wwalters@allstream.net) and Audra Noble (audranoble@rogers.com).
Remember that articles about art, or news about your activities, are very welcome. Please
share your information! We are interested. Pictures regarding exhibitions must be sent at
300 dpi or better for printing(about 4 X 6 inches). We hope to hear from you.
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“Gifted” to Ontario

David Onley, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, at the opening of Gifted:
Donations from the OSA, with most of the 37 OSA members who
contributed works to the Government of Ontario Art Collection. The
exhibition, which opened in late April, is at the Helen McClung Gallery at
York University, and runs from April 27 to Oct. 12. The exhibit represents
the 2007 donation of 39 works to the permanent collection, which dates
from 1873 and is a historical portrayal of Ontario through artists’ eyes.
Works were purchased from 1873 to 1917, and a first donation from the
OSA was made in 2005. A third donation is being planned for 2012. Lt. Gov. Onley said that the OSA donation was “a
significant contribution to the province’s historical records, giving a unique visual perspective on the province”.

OJE Winners
Congratulations to the OSA members who won awards and prizes at the 2012 Open Juried Exhibition.
• Best in show Award 		
• Eleanor Besen Award 		

Laura Culic
Lillian Michiko Blakey, OSA

- awarded annually to a deserving OSA member

•
•
•
•
•

Woolfitts Award
		
DeSerres Award
		
Curry’s Award
		
Japanese Paper Place Award
Ethel Raicus Award
		

Ying-Yueh Chuang
Janny Fraser
Sharon Thompson
Agnieszka Foltyn, OSA
Leena Raudvee

- awarded annually to an art student at Central Technical Institute

• Clarence Titcombe Award

Michael Mills, OSA

- awarded to a deserving artist at the OJE

• Life Members Award

Jean Eng, OSA

- awarded by OSA Life Members for work
in the OJE by an OSA member
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Killarney is calling

A report from Lynn Bishop, project chair
The Killarney Mountain Lodge is looking forward to welcoming OSA members and guests to celebrate many years of rich
artistic history in that area. Killarney, located on Georgian Bay, is famous for its rugged beauty and its archipelago of
granite islands and wind swept pines. The three-day trip in September is part of the 140th Anniversary celebration of
the OSA.
There will be no structured painting sessions. Instead, we are encouraged to explore the park’s surrounding areas and
waterways to capture their beauty on canvas and paper. We will all want to take in the natural surroundings and also
to relax in such an iconic area known as Group of Seven country. A “must” visit is to OSA Lake, named in honour of our
Society.
Arrival is on Thursday, September 20 and departure on Sunday, September 23. The rate, including three meals daily (a
packed lunch will substitute for a lunch in the dining room on as many of the days as you wish), is $135 per person per
night based on double occupancy, and $175 per night for single occupancy.
If you are interested there are a few spaces open. Please contact Lynn Bishop at info@lynnbishop.ca. A $50 deposit is
required. Partners, spouses or friends of OSA members are welcome to attend as guests of OSA members.
Currently confirmed are Carmel Brennan, Audra Noble, Carol Stevens, Lynn Bishop , Tom Loach, Susan Clark, Carol
Westcott, Cathy Groulx and guest, Lynne Schumacher and guest, George Conklin, Rita Milton, Mary Noble and guest,
Sam Paonessa, Lynne McIlvride Evans, Valerie Ashton, Heather Grindley and guest, Vera Mokrytzi and guest, Eva Kolacz,
Judy Finch, Mary Anne Ludlam, Robert Montgomery and guest, Ann Cummings, and Rick Taylor

pARTners program on the road
pARTners: a collaboration is half-way through its road tour, with another important opening reception on May 12 at
the Aurora Cultural Centre. This follows the grand opening at the Woodstock Gallery in November, and two subsequent
shows, at the you me gallery in Hamilton, and the Japanese Paper Place in Toronto. The Aurora show opens runs from
May 9 to May 26. The opening reception on May 12 will be 1-4 p.m.
Members will recall that the pARTners program is a collaborative venture that pairs established OSA artists with
emerging artists. The intent is to reinforce the OSA’s mandate of education in the field of art, and of providing
encouragement and mentorship to young artists. The program is a joint initiative of the OSA and the Woodstock Art
Gallery. The program pairs 11 OSA artists with 11 young artists, with each providing an individual piece, and each pair
a collaborative work. Other shows scheduled:
- The John B. Aird Gallery – Toronto, June 26 - July 20
- Pentimento Fine Art Gallery – Toronto, August 2 - 27 (emerging artists only)

Financial security - artists need it too (maybe more)

Special presentation: Creating a big picture with financial security planning
A special presentation on financial planning, with artists in mind, will take place at the Annual General Meeting
on June 2 at the Aurora Cultural Centre. The presenters will be Linda Paulocik and Robert Kloosterman, financial
security advisors with Freedom 55 Financial, a division of London Life Insurance Company. They will address the four
cornerstones of financial security planning -- liquidity, living benefits, retirement, and financial security at death.
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St. James Cathedral exhibition

Report from James MacDougall (project chair)
The St. James Cathedral exhibition project, now titled “Vision and Devotion” will stregthen the association between the Ontario
Society of Artists (est. 1872) and The Cathedral of St. James (est. 1797). As noted in Carmel’s opening letter, the founders of the
OSA were all members of St. James. Project chair James MacDougall says he hopes to share the opening event with other important
historical “offspring” of the OSA. “It is an exciting and significant addition to the celebration of our 140th anniversary,” says Jim.
The show will exhibit work of the 22 existing active members who have held or now hold the positions of President or Vice President
of the Society. Pat Dumas-Hudecki is undertaking the design of the catalogue which will accompany the exhibition and will become
an archival document. Judy Finch is helping with the administrative responsibilities of putting this undertaking together.
The exhibition will be open from June 13 to 29 at the Parish House Library/Gallery of the Cathedral with an opening reception on
Saturday June 16.
NEWS FROM AND ABOUT MEMBERS
Here’s your opportunity to tell us what’s happening in your artistic world . . .
upcoming or recent shows, commissions, awards, classes or programs you’re
involved in . . . or other items of interest. Please send input to Wynn Walters
(wwalters@allstream.net) and Audra Noble (audranoble@rogers.com), with a
picture (about 4x6 inches at 300 dpi) if relevant. Be sure to include all necessary
information (what, when, where, etc.). We’d like notice of upcoming shows you’re
in - but a note about recent shows too, if they were not noted in a previous
newsletter. We want to know what you’ve done, as well as what you’re doing.

Doreen Renner had two paintings juried into the “Beyond Boundaries”
exhibition which took place at the Sarasota Centre for the Arts in
Sarasota, Florida. She was also the recipient of a Jurors Award at the
Central Ontario Art Association “Crossection” Annual Juried Show. The
exhibition was held at the Milton Centre for the Arts from April 2 to 22.

Margaret Peter is moving - but not far. After 11 years,
she’s moving her studio from the Yellow Building to the
Stone Building at the Williams Mill, Glen Williams. You
can check out the courses offered at Williams Mill on
their website: www.williamsmill.com
Elizabeth Elkin has a solo show entitled “Intersections” at
Julia’s Restaurant, 312 Lakeshore Road East, Oakville,
from April 2 to June 4.
More info: www.trueart.ca or www.artworksoakville.ca

Peter Barelkowski and Carol Westcott , two of the OSA members
who exhibited at the Artist Project in Toronto in early March. One of
Carol’s paintings, Barrens Orange Red, received an art purchase
award from exhibition sponsor Dale Martin.
Heather Horton was a guest at Kentucky State University in April,
where she lectured, exhibited a selection of her paintings and critiqued
students’ work. She reports that the university has a number of guest
lecturers at its art school, and that she was thrilled to be included.

Ernestine Tahedl had an exhibit titled
Passage
at the Granville Fine Art Gallery in
Vancouver, May 5-11.

Andrea Bird took part in a seven person show in April exploring the juxtaposition of imagery
and text. The show was at the Mad & Noisy Gallery in Creemore. Also in the encaustic world
- there will be a new spring
show with work from students
using the medium in a
variety of ways, beginning
May 5 and running until the
end of July, at Alton Mill,
studio 201 (www.altonmill.
ca). Ongoing encaustic
workshops are available for
all levels at the hive:
www.andreabird.com
Moving to the place beyond words, 24”x 36” encaustic collage 2012
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Ivo Arnaudov has had a busy couple of
months. He was in the Drawing 2012 show
at the Aird Gallery in Feb-March; he exhibited
at the AFAG conference at City Hall in early
March, and at the OSA OJE show in March.
The illustration is one of his works shown at
City Hall.

Eileen Menzel will be one of a number of
artists showing abstract work at EXPOsition,
at the Williams Mill Gallery near Georgetown,
515 Main Street, Glen Williams, from July 25
to August 12. Opening reception, July 25. For
details visit please www.williamsmill.com
Lila Fatehl had a show in the North Gallery at
Propeller in early April
Audra Noble had work shown in the juried
exhibition “TDSB @ PCVA,” works by past
and present teachers from the Toronto
District School Board at Propeller Centre for
Visual Arts. Her work was also shown with the
markhamartcollective.com at “DEBUT” at the
Markham Theatre for the Performing Arts.

Frank Rodick had work published in
the Winter 2011 issue of EYEMAZING
Magazine along with an accompanying
article on his work. His work work
was also published in W.M. Hunt’s
book, The Unseen Eye: Photographs
from the Unconscious, published by
Aperture and based on Hunt’s personal
collection. Frank’s photographs also
appeared in the exhibition, The Unseen
Eye: Photographs from the W.M. Hunt
Collection at the George Eastman
House, Rochester, NY.

Masquerade No. 9

Frank Rodick

Pat Fairhead has a show titled “Water”
at the Collectors’ Gallery of Art in Calgary
(1332 - 9th Avenue S.E.), running from
May 3 - 31. More info: www.cgoart.com

Lillian Michiko Blakey has a solo show at the
John B. Aird Gallery in Toronto (900 Bay St.),
titled “On Being Michiko - a Sansei Artist’s
Journey”, chronicling the journey of a JapaneseCanadian artist. The show runs from May 29 to
June 22, with an opening reception on May 31,
6-8 p.m. A highlight of the show will be a special
presentation and panel discussion marking
the 70th anniversary of the Japanese Canadian
dispersal during World War II. The event, titled
“On Being Japanese Canadian” will be on June
19 at 7 p.m., and will include participation by
David Tsubouchi, Natalie Higashi and Bryce
Kanbara, in addition to Lillian.
Bruno Capolongo was among the artists
exhibiting at Marcia Rafelman Fine Arts (10
Clarendon Ave., Toronto) in that gallery’s
groupshow. It opened April 12, and continues
by appointment to May 31. Further information
from www.mrfinearts.com

Delft (detail) 2012, Encaustic, 24X24”

The Concept of Deliverance

Audra Noble

Wynn Walters installed a major sculpture
installation in Toronto mid-May. The
work was commissioned by the Centre
for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH)
as a feature of its new Gateway Building
on Queen St. West. He won the job in a
national competition that attracted 59
proposals. The work is a 25’ long forest
Transformation” (maquette) - 25’ aluminum
of laser-cut aluminum trees suspended
from the ceiling, titled “Transformation”.

Bruno Capolongo

Wynn Walters
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