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Annual General Meeting Report
The Annual General Meeting was held on June 12, attended by 35 members. Here’s a summary of President
Carmel Brennan’s report, together with highlights about other items.
One year has passed since I took up the job as President. It’s been a busy year, and there are many things to
celebrate.
• But first, let us remember the lives of the artists we lost during the year. Mercedes Horne, John Molnar,
Elizabeth Manley, Clarence Titcombe, Doris McCarthy and honorary member George Simons all hold
a special place in the collective memory of the OSA.
• With the new website, communication has improved. More of you now know what’s going on. We are
reaching out to more members and advertising more of what you are up to. You can now download entry forms
and information easily. And we still communicate through the regular postal service.
• The OSA Annual Open Juried Exhibition was highly successful. I am so grateful to the Chair, Susan
Clark and the member jurors, Alan Stein and Janice Mason Steeves. The numbers of OSA submissions
increased this year, which is a fabulous indication of our Society’s active membership. Thanks also to Barb
Fostka, Janet Hendershot and Ian Mackenzie for their support.
• The pARTners Project is going well, despite some setbacks, and is helping to realize the OSA educational
mandate. We have 11 pairs of artists collaborating – Lynn Bishop, Corinne Duschesne, Judy Finch,
Cathy Groulx, Diana Harding Tucker, Janet Hendershot, Rob Montgomery, Audra Noble, Janet
Read, Ernestine Tahedl and Carmel Brennan. Keep November 19 free for the opening celebration at the
Woodstock Art Gallery. Thanks go to the pARTners Project Co-Chairs, Lillian Michiko Blakey and Maria
Ricker (Woodstock Art Gallery)
• Appreciation and personal thanks go to many members... Pat Dumas-Hudecki for her work on the Stratford
“Being in Time” Catalogue and our 2011 Members’ Book... Sam Paonessa for being Secretary and for
arranging to have our newsletter printed at Hallmark... as always, to Mary Ng, our treasurer, for her invaluable
contribution... to all our Council members for their support: Alejandro Rabazo, Barb Fostka, Maya Foltyn,
Peter Barelkowski, Marilena Isacescu Carlea, Susan Clark, Audra Noble, and Ian Mackenzie...
to Ed Yaghdjian for organizing the Members’ Exhibition of Selected Works, assisted by jurors Mo Jamal and
Gerd Untermann... to Judy Finch, who has been our Membership Secretary for eons. She is passing the torch
on to Janet Read... and to Audra Noble for her work on the newsletter.
And of course, there are many others who have worked to support the Society. I do thank you, our membership,
all of you. Without your participation, your voice, your creativity, your presence, there would be no Ontario Society
of Artists.

WEB MASTER
Carmel Brennan

Much appreciation to our sponsors, Hallmark Canada, for the layout, design and printing of this newsletter.
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Other notes from the Annual General Meeting
• Mary Ng presented the Treasurer’s report, which showed a healthy financial position. Mary was complimented by the President and applauded by
the members for her continuing and invaluable contribution
• Ed Yaghdjian reported on the upcoming Members’ Exhibition of Selected Works at the Papermill Gallery at Todmorden Mills, opening on July
16. 120 works were submitted by 49 members, and 90 were selected by the jurors. Ed commented on the very excellent quality of the exhibition, selected
by jurors Gerd Untermann, Mo Jamal and Ken Carpenter.
• Exhibition at St. James’ Cathedral – Jim MacDougall reported on a possible exhibition at St. James’ Cathedral in June 2012, organized
jointly with the Ontario Society of Archivists. Both OSA and the Archivists (yes, also “OSA”) are celebrating 140th anniversaries next year, and the early
members of both had strong connections with the establishment of the cathedral, which is celebrating its 200th anniversary next year. More to come
on this potentially exciting project.
• Life drawing at Ashbridge – Ed Yaghdjian reported on the life drawing sessions at Ashbridge House. Two six-session series have been held, with
good attendance. To avoid issues with last-minute cancellations, the payment system has been changed from pay-as-you go to subscription for a
complete series, which is working well. The program more than covered its costs, and Ed submitted a modest profit to the treasurer.
• Govt. of Ontario art collection – The Ontario Government has a permanent art collection, including donations from a number of OSA members in
recent years. Plans are being discussed for a six-month exhibition of recently donated works, opening in January 2012 at York University. More
information will be forthcoming on this project.
• Changes to OSA Constitution – two changes were approved to the OSA Constitution. Article 5 was amended to stipulate two (not three) general
meetings, in addition to the Annual General Meeting. Article 8 raised the requirement for life membership to 20 years’ membership (rather than 15)
for members reaching age 70. This change will be effective for 2011 new members and onwards – others are grandfathered.
• Proposal for Associate Membership – the issue of a proposed “Associate Member” category of membership was raised by Ed Yaghdjian. There
was lively discussion, pro and con, and it was decided to defer the issue for possible consideration at a later date.
• A preliminary proposal was presented for OSA exposure in Arabella, the high-quality art magazine published by Arabella Publications, and oriented
largely towards art collectors. A more detailed report on promoting the OSA will be presented in the fall of 2011 at a General Meeting.

One of the many positive outcomes of the Annual General Meeting was the confirmation of a full team of members to fill the Council positions and
the many functions that have to be undertaken. President Carmel expressed appreciation (and relief) for the enthusiastic response to the needs of
the association.

Directors-at-Large 2011-2012
• Iftikar Uddin Ahmed – New Members Nomination Committee

• Eileen Menzel – Social Committee member

• Lynn Bishop – chair – 2012 OSA 140th anniversary field trip to
Killarney Mountain Lodge & area

• Robert Montgomery – steering committee pARTners Project, website
co-manager

• Lillian Michiko Blakey – co-chair pARTners, liaison with John B.
Aird Gallery, liaison with Ontario Archives celebration, Arabella
Publications, Aurora Cultural Centre exhibition

• Joseph Muscat – New Members Nomination Committee (past chair)

• Kelly Borgers – website co-manager

• Asher Sadeh – Ashbridge House activities

• George Callé – New Members Nomination Committee

• Gerry Sevier – Past President, Executive Council adviser, Social
Committee member

• Nancy De Boni – chair OSA 139th Annual Open Juried Exhibition for
2012 (assisted by Susan Clark, past chair, 138th OJE)
• Carole Edwards – to be assigned
• Judy Finch – membership records advisor
• Cathy Groulx – steering committee pARTners, liaison with Woodstock
Gallery
• Janet Hendershot – Past President, Executive Council adviser, OSA
telephone contact, website - member management
• Pat Dumas Hudecki – membership book, catalogue designer for
OSA/St. James Cathedral joint exhibition

• Janet Read – membership records

• Lucie Simons – to be assigned
• Janet Mason Steeves – Executive Council adviser, steering
committee pARTners
• Ernestine Tahedl – steering committee pARTners, liaison with
Arabella Publications
• Diana Harding Tucker – Slate Guide liaison
• Wynn Walters – newsletter editor
• Carol Westcott – co-chair, New Members’ Exhibition, December 2011

• Eva Kolacz – chair, Social Committee

• Christina Cseh Woodland – contact, Ethel Raicus Award, Central
Technical School

• James MacDougall – liaison with Gallery Stratford & chair, 140th
anniversary joint exhibition at St. James Cathedral

• Ed Yaghdjian – chair Members’ Exhibition of Selected Works, July
2011 & Ashbridge House activities (drawing)
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NEWS FROM AND ABOUT MEMBERS
If you have news of interest – shows you’re in, awards, commissions, appointment
to boards or juries – please submit the information briefly with all the required
details (dates, locations, times etc.). If you’re sending a picture, make sure it’s
300 dpi. Submissions should be sent to Wynn Walters wwalters@allstream.net
and Audra Noble audranoble@rogers.com.
Wynn Walters has won a
national competition and been
awarded a commission for a major
sculptural installation at the new
Centre for Addiction and Mental
Health in downtown Toronto. The
piece will be the feature work in
the main Gateway Building at
the entrance to the new CAMH
campus on Queen St. The design
of the sculpture will also be
adapted for the common graphic
theme throughout the building,
including entrance ways, banners
and interior signage. The 20-foot
installation will feature a forest of
laser-cut aluminum trees, in the
centre of which is a single green
tree representing transformation
of life (thanks to CAMH, of course). Wynn has his studio and gallery in Uxbridge and normally
works in stone and bronze. He started working in steel and aluminum a couple of years
ago. Wynn is also developing a sculpture garden around his property and invites any OSA
members in the area to drop in and visit (www.sculpturebywynn.com).

Marg Peter will be exhibiting at the Einstein Café, 2
Grant St., in Guelph during July and August. Marg is
also looking for a studio mate to share studio space
at the Williams Mill in Glen Williams near Georgetown.
The space available is 33.5" X 8.5", on the ground
floor, with pine floor, window and A/C. It is open to
the public Fri-Sun 12-5 p.m., so shared staffing is
necessary. Cost: $400/mo including insurance. Call
margpeterprints@sentex.net or 519-822-6169.

Andrea Bird has a busy summer
with workshops and shows. She will be
conducting encaustic workshops at The
Hive in Alton (www.altonmill.ca) with a
half-day introduction on July 30 (9 am to
12:30 pm, $110), and a one-day workshop
on Aug. 13 (10 am to 4 pm, $180).
Preregistration required: 519-323-3437
or www.andreabird.com. She will have a
show of encaustic collage at the Jordan
Gallery in Jordan Village in August (www.
jordanartgallery.com). Andrea will also be
teaching at the Southampton School of Art
– a two-day workshop Aug. 20-21, and a
five-day workshop Aug. 22-26 – for all levels
of experience (www.southamptonarts.com).
Doreen Renner had two paintings
juried into the Society of Canadian Artists
exhibition “on the Scene”, at the Leighton
Art Centre, Calgary, from Jul. 16 to Aug.
27. She also received the Lloyd Minshall
Award at the recent Central Ontario Art
Association Juried Show at the Etobicoke
Civic Centre. Doreen also has a solo show
at the Yorkminster Park Gallery. 1585 Yonge
St., Toronto. Sep. 3 to Sep. 30, with opening
reception Sunday Sep. 11, 12:30 - 2:30 pm.
Pat Dumas-Hudecki is mounting her second solo
exhibition at the Campbell House Gallery (160 Queen
St., West, Toronto – 416-597-0227), Jul. 23 - Aug. 30,
Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am to 4:30 pm, Saturday 12-4:30
pm. Opening reception Saturday, Jul. 23, 1-4 pm.

Ernestine Tahedl is exhibiting at the Agnes Bugera
Gallery, 12310 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, 24 Sep. to
7 Oct.: “Recent Paintings by Ernestine Tahedl”
(www.agnesbugeragallery.com).

Sharon MacKinnon has a new design position on the Design Committee and Board of the
new, state-of-the-art Midland Cultural Centre. The opening is in the spring of 2012. It will
house the Quest Art School + Gallery, featuring two galleries, two classrooms and an art
shop. There is also a 125-seat theatre, a café and a 300-seat event centre.
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Two e-vites from Joseph Muscat:

Pat Fairhead has a New York show coming up, at the Agora Gallery, 530
West 125th St., Chelsea, Oct. 7-28, with an opening reception Oct. 13
(www.agora-gallery.com).
She also has two one-day watercolour workshops.
• The first on Aug. 9 at High Falls, Hwy 11 and Cedar Lane, 9:30 am to 3:30
pm – bring your lunch – focus on colour, washes and falling water, with demo.
$75. Register at 705-645-9231 or patfairhead@sympatico.ca. List of supplies
and directions e-mailed on registration.
• The second at the Studio, 3rd floor of the Arts & Letters Club of Toronto,
Saturday, Sep. 10, 9:15 am to 3:30 pm. Focus on colour, washes,
glazes and composition. $115 lunch included. See above for registration
details.
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Andrew Sookrah has two canvases currently getting visibility. His Portrait of Rob Clum, Geneticist and Daemon Roanchilde Canvas (below, left) received
an Honourable Mention in the Lakeshore Arts show Through the Eyes of the Artist. It is also in the current OSA members’ show of selected works at the
Papermill Gallery.
His Rapid Progress,
Slow Retreat, Devon
Island is one of two
works Andrew has
in the Society of
Canadian Artists
exhibit at the
Leighton Art Centre
in Calgary.

OSA Welcomes New Members
Six new members have been inducted into the OSA, and were presented to the membership at the Annual General Meeting. Joseph Muscat, who has
chaired the New Members Nomination Committee for the past three years, presented membership certificates to Lynne Schumacher (painting), Louis
Helbig (photography), Carol Westcott (painting), Zora Buchanan
New Members’ Exhibition in December
(painting), Lila Fatehi (painting & mixed media), and David Dawson
(painting).
Plans are well under way for the New Members’ Exhibition, to be held at
Joseph told the meeting the six were selected from 42 applications, the John B. Aird Gallery from Dec. 6 to Jan. 6, 2012, with an opening reception
reflecting the committee’s focus on excellence. The other committee on Thursday, Dec. 8, 6 to 8 p.m. The show will feature works submitted by the
members were Peter Barelkowski, Maya Foltyn, Carmel 15 artists elected in 2010 and 2011. Carol Westcott (herself a new member)
Brennan and Ian Mackenzie. Peter will chair the New Members and Marilena Carlea Isacescu are co-chairs of the show, and urge
members to attend the opening.
Nomination Committee for the next round of selections.

DESTINATION: KILLARNEY
Plans are well under way for the OSA to celebrate our 140th anniversary with a three night stay at the Killarney Mountain Lodge in September 2012.
The origin of the park is owed to the conservation efforts of the Group of Seven, in particular A.Y. Jackson as he lobbied the provincial government to stop
the logging and to preserve the entire area. Trout Lake was renamed to O.S.A. Lake and put into trust with the Ontario Society of Artists as benefactors.
Frank Carmichael, Arthur Lismer, A.Y. Jackson, and A.J. Casson sketched and painted from the hills of the Killarney giving us many iconic images that mark
this wonderful Provincial Park.
Our goal is to explore the area, to take in all its natural beauty, to do a day trip to OSA Lake and to feel engaged with Killarney as we produce sketches, shoot
a gazillion photos, and get out our paints for plein air at its best. Currently we have two weeks in mind to select from and we need your input. If you’re
thinking about going, please let me know which of the two weeks is preferred.
• Tuesday Sep. 6, 7 and 8 with departure on Sep. 9, 2012
• Tuesday Sep. 20, 21 and 22 with departure on Sep. 23, 2012
Anyone wishing to go earlier or stay beyond these dates should make those arrangements with KML: escape@killarney.com. Anyone camping should do their
own booking to coincide with our selected dates. (www.ontarioparks.com)
Currently the rates are approx. $140 per person per night with three meals included, taxes extra. If a cabin is preferred instead of the Pine Lodge rooms,
the cost is $180 per person per night. We will require $50 per person to reserve our rooms. Once dates have been determined, this deposit will be needed
asap to firm up our reservation. I hope you can join us.
Lynn Bishop
Chair, 2012 OSA 140th Anniversary Killarney Field Trip
info@lynnbishop.ca
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Janice Mason Steeves wins President’s Award
Janice Mason Steeves has been awarded the 2011 President’s Award. This award is given
each year to a member of the OSA who has served the Society far beyond the call of duty and
contributed a great deal to the integrity and vision of the Society. The award was presented
to Janice at the AGM by Carmel Brennan, who listed her many contributions.
Janice was elected to the Ontario Society of Artists in 1993, and served as president from
2000-2003. Among her contributions, she was Chair of The Water Project in which 67 public
and private galleries across Ontario mounted concurrent exhibitions on the theme ‘water’ in
2003. She is a member of the Board of Directors for The pARTners Project (see separate
item), and was awarded the Life Members’ Award, 2008 in the 134th OSA Annual Juried
Exhibition. She was a juror at the 2011 OSA Annual Open Juried Exhibition. Janice has served as a Director-at-large since her term as president.

Remembering Clarence Titcombe
by Lillian Michiko Blakey

Clarence Titcombe was OSA’s greatest supporter for over 50 years before he finally felt that he was
good enough to be accepted as a member. He had watched longingly as members of the Group of
Seven, his colleagues, added the letters OSA behind their names. But he had felt that he could
only dream of the honour. At a solo exhibition his entire collection of work was sold out. He was
thrilled.
In 2008, just before his 90th birthday, a miracle happened. He made it! He finally became
Clarence Titcombe, OSA.
By this time Clare was in a wheelchair, so he could not leave his home to come to Ashbridge House
to accept his Certificate of Induction, so Carmel Brennan and I went to him. I will never forget the
joy on his face, which lit up the room as he recounted story after story about various members of the Group of Seven. He talked about this celebration as
the high point in his life, a lifelong dream come true.
Soon after the Induction, Clare was moved to a nursing home. His OSA Induction Certificate was the only thing on his wall. Carmel and I took OSA
newsletters and old catalogs to him and he read them over and over. He told the story of OSA to all of the nurses and other patients, who never tired of
hearing his tales. He truly loved OSA.
He donated funds to the pARTners Project and his last act was to donate a cash award to this year’s Annual Open Juried Exhibition. When Carmel took her
laptop and asked him to select the winner of the Clarence Titcombe Award, he was truly in heaven. That was only a few weeks before Clare passed away on
May 15, 2011. We will never have a more loyal member than Clarence Titcombe. Carmel and I are so grateful that we were able to grant him the one honour
he had always wanted. Clare is missed by all who knew him. He was larger than life.

OSA loses Jeanette Nestel
Lifetime OSA member Jeanette Nestel died on June 30, 2011. She was 88, and had been a member of the OSA since 1975. Jeanette was a distinguished
artist and author, and had a strong commitment to Israel and to the Jewish people and its values. She had an amazing life story.
To find out more about Jeanette’s achievements please go to her book website www.jpnbook.ca The profile of Jeanette on our OSA website does not cover the
extent of her amazing achievements. This is the brief biography from her booksite:
Jeanette was born in Stanislawow, Poland in 1923. She survived the Second World War by living under an assumed Aryan identity. Those years are described
in her book, “There is an Apple in my Freezer.” In 1948 Jeanette came to Canada, where she and her husband, Julius, established themselves and built a
family. Jeanette’s first job in Canada was as a milliner, and she became sought after for her talents. Later she put her creative talents into the visual arts,
and had a long and successful career as a sculptor, winning a number of awards for her work. Her latest creative direction has taken her into writing, and
“There is an Apple in my Freezer” was her first book.
The OSA newsletter is published four times a year. The deadline for submitting material for
the next edition in October is Sept. 15. Submissions must be sent before the deadline to
Wynn Walters (wwalters@allstream.net) and Audra Noble (audranoble@rogers.com).
Remember that articles about art, or news about your activities, are very welcome. Please
share your information! We are interested. Pictures regarding exhibitions must be sent at
300 dpi or better for printing. We hope to hear from you.
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