Spring in Tuscany Art Vacation
June 1 – 10, 2019

Overview
This trip provides the ideal art vacation and creative holiday for artists and art lovers of any ability.
Workshops in plein air painting and photography will offer individual guidance and inspiration, making
this a unique learning experience.

Cost
$2500 double occupancy
$3500 single occupancy
Payment Schedule: 10% deposit is required by March 1. Balance due by May 10.

Included:







Small group ‘plein air’ painting and photography workshops
2 guided day trips to Chianti, San Gimignano and Siena
Guided visit to the Uffizi Gallery in Florence
Guided walks to points of interest in Florence and Fiesole
Transfers between Florence and Fiesole
Accommodation
o 2 nights at Villa Agape Art Hotel in Florence (June 1 & 2) www.villaagape.it/
o 7 nights at Residence Fiesole in individual condo apartments (June 3 – 10)
www.residencefiesole.com
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Florence, Italy

Not Included:
Travel to and from Florence




Air: To be booked by the participant according to individual choice of airline, travel dates and
destination. There are no direct flights to Florence from Toronto. Air Canada
www.aircanada.com and Air Transat www.airtransat.com provide regular overnight flights to
both Rome and Venice. Air Transat rates are most competitive.
Train: A high speed train runs regularly each day between Fiumicino airport in Rome, central
Rome and Venice with a stop at Santa Maria Novella (SMN) train station in Florence. Most
trains from Rome airport require a change at Termini train station in Rome; however there is a
direct train from Fiumicino airport to Florence 3 times a day. The trip takes 2 hrs. 14 min. from
the airport to central Florence. Economy fares start at $34.90 Euro (approx $53). High speed
trains run hourly from Venice Mestre train station (closest station to Marco Polo airport), or
Santa Lucia station in Venice. The trip from Mestre station takes just under 2 hrs. and fares
start at 24.90 Euro (approx. $38). Full schedules and fares can be found at
https://www.trenitalia.com/tcom-en.

Once flights are selected, we will help coordinate train travel and meeting times.
Meals




We have planned 3 dinners out in Florence as a group. This is a great opportunity to experience
authentic Tuscan cuisine at moderate prices (ranging $20-$50pp). There will also be stops for
lunch on day trips as indicated.
Participants will have kitchen facilities in Fiesole allowing the choice of cooking or eating out.
There are excellent restaurants in Fiesole and a grocery store within a short walking distance of
the residence.
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Itinerary
Saturday, June 1 – Arrive in Florence




Meet at Villa Agape Art Hotel in Florence: www.villaagape.it. Picturesque location. Includes
7 acres of Park with Fruit and Olives Trees and Italian Style Garden. Ideal for painting,
photography and relaxation
Dinner out (Additional cost; moderately priced)

Sunday, June 2 – Florence











Buffet breakfast at the hotel (included)
Group presentation and orientation
Morning photography and painting onsite in park and gardens
Walk (15 mins.) or shuttle to Piazzale Michelango – scenic overlook, offering panoramic
views of Florence
Stop for lunch (Panini/sandwich shop; additional cost)
Short walk (15 min) to Forte di Belvedere, Boboli Gardens and Pitti Palace; Visit Pitti Palace
museums (approx. 2 hrs)
http://www.museumsinflorence.com/musei/Pitti_palace.html
Visit Ponte Vecchio
Dinner at a traditional Tuscan restaurant nearby (Additional cost; moderate)
Short walk to Piazza Mentana; Shuttle back to hotel

Monday, June 3 – A.M. Villa Agape / P.M. Arrive in Fiesole






Buffet breakfast at the hotel (included)
Morning photography and painting onsite in park and gardens
Pick up at noon; transfer to Residence Fiesole (20 minute drive).
www.residencefiesole.com Accommodation for 7 nights in self-contained condo
apartments. Close proximity to the main square, restaurants, grocery stores.
Remainder of afternoon on your own to settle in and explore Fiesole

Tuesday, June 4 – Fiesole




A.M. Walk to scenic overlook (panoramic views of Florence and hills beyond) –
photography / sketching
Visit to San Francesco Monastery - Breathtaking views, fantastic frescoes
Afternoon painting workshop from hotel gardens or terrace overlooking Fiesole hills

Wednesday, June 5 – Chianti and San Gimignano day trip








Pick up in the morning; return for supper.
Visit to a winery
Lunch (additional cost)
Photography and sketching
The Chianti area is not only famous for its world class wines and superb extra virgin olive
oil, but also for its stunning scenery – vistas of rolling hills dotted with olive groves and
vineyards, hilltop towns, castles and fortresses.
San Gimignano is a walled medieval hill town, known as "city of beautiful towers", and
UNESCO World Heritage site
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Thursday, June 6 – Uffizi Gallery








A.M. Photography walk / painting workshop at Residence Fiesole
P.M. Bus from Fiesole main square to Piazza San Marco in Florence (15 mins)
Walk to Piazza del Duomo (10 mins) – stop at Santa Maria del Fiore Cathedral (Dome
designed by Filippo Brunelleschi); Giotto’s Bell Tower; and Baptistery of St. John
Continue walk to Uffizi Gallery (15 min) with stop for ice cream at Vivoli’s gelateria
4 pm guided tour of Uffizi (2.5 hrs)
7 pm dinner in Florence (additional cost; moderate)
Bus back to Fiesole

Friday, June 7 – Fiesole



Morning walk to Etruscan ruins (5 mins) for photography, sketching and painting
Afternoon on your own

Saturday, June 8 – Siena




Day trip to Siena - medieval town and UNESCO World Heritage site
Stop for lunch (additional cost)
Photography / sketching onsite

Sunday, June 9 – Fiesole



Morning photography walk / painting workshop at Residence Fiesole
Afternoon on your own

Monday, June 10 – Departure


Morning pickup and transportation to Santa Maria Novella train station in Florence

Note: Daily schedules may be subject to modifications and will be updated prior to departure.
Free time:
Most workshops are scheduled in the morning and provide afternoons/evenings free on days indicated,
to allow participants time to explore and/or paint on your own.
From the main square (Piazza Mino) in Fiesole, you can hop on the #7 bus, which travels regularly down
winding roads on a scenic 15-minute ride into Florence, stopping at Piazza San Marco. The
Accademia di Belle Arti Gallery (home of Michelangelo’s David) is a 2 min. walk around the corner from
where the bus drops you off. If you need art supplies, Rigacci is 5 minute walk from the bus stop on Via
del Servi. https://www.rigaccifirenze.it
Art Supplies:
We suggest working in acrylics or watercolour for greater ease of transportation. A list of recommended
supplies will be provided prior to the trip.
For Further Information Contact:
Greg Hindle, AOCA
Painting Instructor

Diana Harding Tucker, OSA
Photography Instructor

ghindle@logsendstudio.com

dhardingtucker@icloud.com
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